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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
INFORMATION NEEDED FOR SHARE TRANSFER

          IN THE WRECKFISH FISHERY
OMB NO. 0648-0262

A.  JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 

The legislative authority to collect data from the various sectors of the economy that harvest
marine resources in the exclusive economic zone is the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act ( Act).  The individual transferable quota (ITQ) system as defined at CFR
622.15 (attached) for the Wreckfish fishery is based on percentage shares.  The size of a person's
percentage share and the available total allowable catch (TAC) determine how many pounds of
wreckfish a shareholder may harvest each year.  Percentage shares in the Wreckfish fishery are
issued for an indefinite duration and can be sold.  Sales of percentage shares are not final until
the sale had been recorded by the Regional Administrator, Southeast Region, NMFS.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 

This submission is to request the extension of the Wreckfish share transfer data collection
program.  The purpose of this data collection is to provide the information necessary to transfer
ownership of percentage shares.  The transfer form is printed on the back of the percentage
shares certificate.  With each transfer of ownership, the certificate will be reissued.  The
certificate identifies the seller, but the buyer’s name, address, corporate (employer’s) Federal tax
identification number, and telephone number must be provided.  The sale price is necessary for
economic analysis.  The signatures of buyer, seller, and witness will secure the transaction.  If
the party purchasing shares is a shareholder, the share certificate must be surrendered so that it
can be reissued.

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly-disseminated information.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response #10
of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.
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3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

The transfer process requires the signatures of witnesses.  With only four respondents, it is not
cost-effective to set up an information technology system to handle this.

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

NOAA Fisheries is confident that it is aware of similar collections if they exist.  The information
proposed to be collected is not being collected elsewhere; therefore, this data collection would
not cause duplication.  This is the only program designed to provide the data necessary to
transfer percentage shares.
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Because all respondents are considered small businesses, separate requirements based on size of
business have not been developed.  Only the minimum data to meet the current and future needs
of NOAA Fisheries' fisheries management are requested under this collection.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, the Secretary cannot properly
implement the limited access system.  This would, in turn, prevent proper management of the
wreckfish fishery as intended by the Council.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comment on this data collection. 
No comments were received.
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All aspects of this data collection program were considered by the Council.  Furthermore,
comments and suggestions from fishermen are routinely submitted, reviewed, and considered as
part of the Council process.  Experience with this process, provides a continual feedback
mechanism to NOAA Fisheries on issues and concerns to the respondents.  The IFQ concept did
not raise an unusual amount of controversy during the Council development process.  There are
no major problems that have not been resolved.

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

There are no payments or other remunerations to respondents.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

CFR 622.15 requires that the shareholder’s name, address, and number of shares be reported to
the industry.  Based on recent court decisions, the Freedom of Information Act serves as the
basis for release of confidential name and address information via a NOAA Internet website for
informational purposes.  All other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in
accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. 

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private. 

The only question that could be deemed sensitive is the value paid for the shares.  Values are
confidential and only released in aggregate form.  This information is necessary for economic
analysis for the purpose of managing the ITQ.  No one has ever objected to providing any of the
information on the form. 

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 

The total estimated burden hours for this submission is 1.00.  This is based on each of the four
applicants needing an average of 0.25 hours to provide the information. 

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

Public cost for each application is estimated at $40 in transfer administrative fees.  The total cost
for the expected 4 sales transactions is $160.  In addition, the public pays mailing costs for the
various responses.  Those mailing costs are estimated at $.37 average per each of the  responses. 
Therefore, the estimated total annual cost to the public is $161.
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14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There will be no cost to the Federal government from this collection.  The regulations provide
for the collection of a fee to cover the administrative cost of executing the transaction.  The
amount of the fee is calculated in accordance with the procedures of the NOAA Finance
Handbook for determining the costs of each special product or service provided by NOAA to
non-federal recipients.  The fee may not exceed such costs and is specified on each application
form..  It is estimated that a fee of $40 will be collected for each sales transaction

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

There are no program changes or adjustments, and therefore no changes in burden hours and
costs. This request represents the continuation of an ongoing program. 

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results from this collection are not planned for statistical publication.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB number will be displayed.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB
83-I. 

There are no exemptions to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of OMB 83-I. 

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 

The collection does not employ statistical methods at present.



C
er

tif
ic

at
e 

N
o.

 9
99

T
hi

s 
is

 to
 C

er
tif

y 
th

at
 X

xx
 X

, a
nd

 X
xx

x 
X

. X
xx

x
Jo

in
t T

en
an

ts
 w

ith
 R

ig
ht

 o
f S

ur
vi

vo
rs

hi
p,

 a
re

 th
e 

ow
ne

rs
 o

f p
er

ce
nt

ag
e

sh
ar

es
 o

f t
he

 W
re

ck
fis

h 
Fi

sh
er

y 
tr

an
sf

er
ab

le
 o

nl
y 

on
 th

e 
bo

ok
s 

of
 th

e
N

at
io

na
l M

ar
in

e 
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

Se
rv

ic
e,

 S
ou

th
ea

st
 R

eg
io

n,
 b

y 
th

e 
ho

ld
er

s 
he

re
of

up
on

 s
ur

re
nd

er
 o

f t
hi

s 
ce

rt
ifi

ca
te

 p
ro

pe
rl

y 
en

do
rs

ed
.

W
itn

es
s,

 th
e 

si
gn

at
ur

es
 o

f i
ts

 d
ul

y 
au

th
or

iz
ed

 o
ff

ic
er

s.

   
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

   
  _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

   
   

   
   

   
   

 T
ra

ns
fe

r 
A

ge
nt

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

R
eg

io
na

l A
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

 D
at

e



OMB Number:  0648-0262
Expires: 

For the value of $__________, I (we) hereby sell, assign and transfer unto:

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________
                                                      (As will appear on the certificate)

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zipcode: ______________________________________________________________

Employer ID No.: _____________________________________________

Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________

__________ percentage shares represented by the within certificate and do hereby irrevocably
constitute and appoint the Transfer Agent to transfer the said shares on the books of the National
Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Region.

_________________________________________________________________________________
                        Buyer's Signature                            Position

________________________________________________________________________________
             Additional Buyer, if held jointly                        Position

                                 Dated ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
                          Seller's Signature Position

_________________________________________________________________________________
              Additional Seller, if held jointly Position

                                   _______________________________________________________________
                                                                  Signature of First Witness
In the presence of
                                   _______________________________________________________________
                                                                  Signature of Second Witness

Any or all share certificates previously issued in the name of any Buyer(s) named above must be 
enclosed herewith for reissue pursuant to this transfer.
                                                                     
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection
of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Robert A. Sadler,
National Marine Fisheries Service, F/SER22, 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  The
data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management activities for a variety of other uses.  Responses to
this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit under the Magnuson - Stevens Act.  CFR 622.15 requires that the
shareholder’s name, address, and number of shares be reported to the industry. Name and address information will be distributed via
a NOAA Internet website for informational purposes.  All other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with
NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no
person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



161

Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.15 

(b) When notified in writing by the 
SRD that his or her vessel has been se-
lected to carry an NMFS-approved ob-
server, an owner or operator must ad-
vise the SRD in writing not less than 5 
days in advance of each trip of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Departure information (port, 
dock, date, and time). 

(2) Expected landing information 
(port, dock, and date). 

(c) An owner or operator of a vessel 
on which a NMFS approved observer is 
embarked must: 

(1) Provide accommodations and food 
that are equivalent to those provided 
to the crew. 

(2) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s communications 
equipment and personnel upon request 
for the transmission and receipt of 
messages related to the observer’s du-
ties. 

(3) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s navigation equip-
ment and personnel upon request to de-
termine the vessel’s position. 

(4) Allow the observer free and unob-
structed access to the vessel’s bridge, 
working decks, holding bins, weight 
scales, holds, and any other space used 
to hold, process, weigh, or store golden 
crab. 

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and 
copy the vessel’s log, communications 
logs, and any records associated with 
the catch and distribution of golden 
crab for that trip. 

[61 FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998]

Subpart B—Effort Limitations

§ 622.15 Wreckfish individual transfer-
able quota (ITQ) system. 

The provisions of this section apply 
to wreckfish in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ. 

(a) Percentage shares. (1) In accord-
ance with the procedure specified in 
the Fishery Management Plan for the 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South 
Atlantic Region, percentage shares of 
the quota for wreckfish have been as-
signed. Each person has been notified 
by the RA of his or her percentage 
share and shareholder certificate num-
ber. 

(2) All or a portion of a person’s per-
centage shares may be transferred to 
another person. Transfer of shares 
must be reported on a form available 
from the RA. The RA will confirm, in 
writing, each transfer of shares. The ef-
fective date of each transfer is the con-
firmation date provided by the RA. The 
confirmation date will normally be not 
later than 3 working days after receipt 
of a properly completed transfer form. 
A fee is charged for each transfer of 
shares. The amount of the fee is cal-
culated in accordance with the proce-
dures of the NOAA Finance Handbook, 
available from the RA, for determining 
the administrative costs of each spe-
cial product or service provided by 
NOAA to non-Federal recipients. The 
fee may not exceed such costs and is 
specified with each transfer form. The 
appropriate fee must accompany each 
transfer form. 

(b) Lists of wreckfish shareholders and 
permitted vessels. Annually, on or about 
March 1, the RA will provide each 
wreckfish shareholder with a list of all 
wreckfish shareholders and their per-
centage shares, reflecting share trans-
actions on forms received through Feb-
ruary 15. Annually by April 15, the RA 
will provide each dealer who holds a 
dealer permit for wreckfish, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(4), with a list of 
vessels for which wreckfish permits 
have been issued, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(vii). Annually, by April 15, 
the RA will provide each wreckfish 
shareholder with a list of dealers who 
have been issued dealer permits for 
wreckfish. From April 16 through Jan-
uary 14, updated lists will be provided 
when required. Updated lists may be 
obtained at other times or by a person 
who is not a wreckfish shareholder or 
wreckfish dealer permit holder by writ-
ten request to the RA. 

(c) ITQs. (1) Annually, as soon after 
March 1 as the TAC for wreckfish for 
the fishing year that commences April 
16 is known, the RA will calculate each 
wreckfish shareholder’s ITQ. Each ITQ 
is the product of the wreckfish TAC, in 
round weight, for the ensuing fishing 
year, the factor for converting round 
weight to eviscerated weight, and each 
wreckfish shareholder’s percentage 
share, reflecting share transactions re-
ported on forms received by the RA

VerDate Dec<13>2002 11:26 Jan 08, 2003 Jkt 197210 PO 00000 Frm 00161 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197210T.XXX 197210T
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–02 Edition)§ 622.16 

through February 15. Thus, the ITQs 
will be in terms of eviscerated weight 
of wreckfish. 

(2) The RA will provide each 
wreckfish shareholder with ITQ cou-
pons in various denominations, the 
total of which equals his or her ITQ, 
and a copy of the calculations used in 
determining his or her ITQ. Each cou-
pon will be coded to indicate the initial 
recipient. 

(3) An ITQ coupon may be transferred 
from one wreckfish shareholder to an-
other by completing the sale endorse-
ment thereon (that is, the signature 
and shareholder certificate number of 
the buyer). An ITQ coupon may be pos-
sessed only by the shareholder to 
whom it has been issued, or by the 
shareholder’s employee, contractor, or 
agent, unless the ITQ coupon has been 
transferred to another shareholder. An 
ITQ coupon that has been transferred 
to another shareholder may be pos-
sessed only by the shareholder whose 
signature appears on the coupon as the 
buyer, or by the shareholder’s em-
ployee, contractor, or agent, and with 
all required sale endorsements properly 
completed. 

(4) Wreckfish may not be possessed 
on board a fishing vessel— 

(i) In an amount exceeding the total 
of the ITQ coupons on board the vessel; 

(ii) That does not have on board a 
commercial vessel permit for 
wreckfish, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(vii); or 

(iii) That does not have on board log-
book forms for that fishing trip, as re-
quired under § 622.5(a)(1)(iv)(B). 

(5) Prior to termination of a trip, a 
signature and date signed must be af-
fixed in ink to the ‘‘Fisherman’’ part of 
ITQ coupons in denominations equal to 
the eviscerated weight of the wreckfish 
on board. The ‘‘Fisherman’’ part of 
each such coupon must be separated 
from the coupon and submitted with 
the logbook forms required by 
§ 622.5(a)(1)(iv)(B) for that fishing trip. 

(6) The ‘‘Fish House’’ part of each 
such coupon must be given to the deal-
er to whom the wreckfish are trans-
ferred in amounts totaling the evis-
cerated weight of the wreckfish trans-
ferred to that dealer. A wreckfish may 
be transferred only to a dealer who 

holds a dealer permit for wreckfish, as 
required under § 622.4(a)(4). 

(7) A dealer may receive a wreckfish 
only from a vessel for which a commer-
cial permit for wreckfish has been 
issued, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(vii). A dealer must receive 
the ‘‘Fish House’’ part of ITQ coupons 
in amounts totaling the eviscerated 
weight of the wreckfish received; enter 
the permit number of the vessel from 
which the wreckfish were received, 
enter the date the wreckfish were re-
ceived, enter the dealer’s permit num-
ber, and sign each such ‘‘Fish House’’ 
part; and submit all such parts with 
the dealer reports required by 
§ 622.5(c)(5)(i). 

(8) An owner or operator of a vessel 
and a dealer must make available to an 
authorized officer all ITQ coupons in 
his or her possession upon request. 

(d) Wreckfish limitations. (1) A 
wreckfish taken in the South Atlantic 
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where the transfer takes 
place; and a wreckfish may not be 
transferred in the South Atlantic EEZ. 

(2) A wreckfish possessed by a fisher-
man or dealer shoreward of the outer 
boundary of the South Atlantic EEZ or 
in a South Atlantic coastal state will 
be presumed to have been harvested 
from the South Atlantic EEZ unless 
accompanied by documentation that it 
was harvested from other than the 
South Atlantic EEZ. 

(3) A wreckfish may be offloaded 
from a fishing vessel only between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m., local time. 

(4) If a wreckfish is to be offloaded at 
a location other than a fixed facility of 
a dealer who holds a dealer permit for 
wreckfish, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(4), the wreckfish shareholder 
or the vessel operator must advise the 
NMFS, Office of Enforcement, South-
east Region, St. Petersburg, FL, by 
telephone (1–800–853–1964), of the loca-
tion not less than 24 hours prior to off-
loading. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999]

§ 622.16 Red snapper individual trans-
ferable quota (ITQ) system. 

The ITQ system established by this 
section will remain in effect through 
March 31, 2000, during which time
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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 

Public Law 94-265

As amended through October 11, 1996

SEC. 303. CONTENTS OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS          16 U.S.C. 1853

95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297 

(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall-- 

(1) contain the conservation and management measures, applicable to foreign fishing and
fishing by vessels of the United States, which are-- 

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery
to prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote
the long-term health and stability of the fishery; 

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and 
(C) consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,

regulations implementing recommendations by international organizations in which the
United States participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and size
limits), and any other applicable law; 

(2) contain a description of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of vessels
involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and their location,
the cost likely to be incurred in management, actual and potential revenues from the fishery, any
recreational interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign fishing and Indian treaty
fishing rights, if any; 

(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum
sustainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the information
utilized in making such specification; 

(4) assess and specify-- 
(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessels of the United States,

on an annual basis, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3), 
(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annual basis, will not be

harvested by fishing vessels of the United States and can be made available for foreign
fishing, and 

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual
basis, will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing
vessels of the United States; 



(5) specify the pertinent data which shall be submitted to the Secretary with respect to
commercial, recreational, and charter fishing in the fishery, including, but not limited to,
information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by species in numbers of
fish or weight thereof, areas in which fishing was engaged in, time of fishing, number of hauls, and
the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by, United States
fish processors;

(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shall not adversely affect conservation efforts in
other fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery;

(7) describe and identify essential fish habitat for the fishery based on the guidelines
established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the
conservation and enhancement of such habitat;

(8) in the case of a fishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to the
Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and specify the
nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation of the plan; 

(9) include a fishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of a plan or
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which shall
assess, specify, and describe the likely effects, if any, of the conservation and management
measures on--

(A) participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or
amendment; and 

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those
participants;

(10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which the
plan applies is overfished (with an analysis of how the criteria were determined and the
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potential of stocks of fish in that fishery) and, in the
case of a fishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is approaching an overfished
condition or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to prevent overfishing
or end overfishing and rebuild the fishery;

(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of
bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures that, to the
extent practicable and in the following priority--

(A) minimize bycatch; and
(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided;



(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish, and
include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize mortality
and ensure the extended survival of such fish;

(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery and, to the extent practicable, quantify trends in landings of the
managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors; and

(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate any harvest restrictions or
recovery benefits fairly and equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing
sectors in the fishery.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by
any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may-- 

(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with respect
to-- 

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the
exclusive economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental
Shelf fishery resources beyond such zone [or areas]*; 

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or
(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the

plan;

(2) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be
permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with specified types
and quantities of fishing gear; 

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the conservation
and management of the fishery on the--

(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total
biomass, or other factors);

(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing,
consistent with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and

(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204;

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be required to
facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act; 



(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of the
coastal States nearest to the fishery; 

(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if, in
developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account-- 

(A) present participation in the fishery, 
(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery, 
(C) the economics of the fishery, 
(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries, 
(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected

fishing communities, and 
(F) any other relevant considerations; 

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
(other than economic data) which are necessary for the conservation and management of the
fishery; 

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall not
be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering of an
observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the health or
safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(10) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear group to
employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of the mortality of
bycatch;

(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research; and

(12) prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as are
determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery. 



97-453, 104-297

(c) PROPOSED REGULATIONS.--Proposed regulations which the Council deems necessary
or appropriate for the purposes of--

(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shall be submitted to the
Secretary simultaneously with the plan or amendment under section 304; and

(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary at any time after the plan or amendment is
approved under section 304.
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Dated: June 25, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–16780 Filed 7–1–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 062603B]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Information for 
Share Transfer in the Wreckfish 
Fishery

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 2, 
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Sadler, 727–570–
5326, or Robert.Sadler@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The individual transferable quota 
system in the wreckfish fishery is based 
on percentage shares. Persons holding 
shares may sell or otherwise transfer 
them to others, but information about 
the proposed transfer must first be 
provided to NOAA. The information is 
needed to manage the quota system, and 
information about the sales price is used 
in economic analyses.

II. Method of Collection

The information is submitted in paper 
form.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0262.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, individuals or 
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 4.
Estimated Time Per Response: 15 

minutes.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 1.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0.
IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: June 25, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–16781 Filed 7–1–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Science Advisory Board

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research, NOAA, 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: The Science Advisory Board 
(SAB) was established by a Decision 
Memorandum dated September 25, 
1997, and is the only Federal Advisory 
Committee with responsibility to advise 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere on long- and 
short-range strategies for research, 
education, and application of science to 
resource management. SAB activities 
and advice provide necessary input to 

ensure that National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
science programs are of the highest 
quality and provide optimal support to 
resource management. 

Time and date: The meeting will be 
held Tuesday, July 15, 2003, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Wednesday, July 16, 
2003, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. These times 
and the agenda topics described below 
may be subject to change. Refer to the 
web page listed below for the most up-
to-date meeting agenda. 

Place: The meeting will be held both 
days at the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel, 
1401 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA. 

Status: The meeting will be open to 
public participation with a 30-minute 
time period set aside on Wednesday, 
July 16 for direct verbal comments or 
questions from the public. The SAB 
expects that public statements presented 
at its meetings will not be repetitive of 
previously submitted verbal or written 
statements. In general, each individual 
or group making a verbal presentation 
will be limited to a total time of five (5) 
minutes. Written comments (at least 35 
copies) should be received in the SAB 
Executive Director’s Office by July 3, 
2003, to provide sufficient time for SAB 
review. Written comments received by 
the SAB Executive Director after July 3, 
2003, will be distributed to the SAB, but 
may not be reviewed prior to the 
meeting date. Approximately thirty (30) 
seats will be available for the public 
including five (5) seats reserved for the 
media. Seats will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

Matters to be considered: The meeting 
will include the following topics: (1) 
Updates on the Climate Change Science 
Plan, Interagency Climate Programs and 
the Earth Observing Summit, (2) Fiscal 
Year 2006 Program Priorities, (3) the 
NOAA Research Council, (4) the 
National Centers for Environmental 
Prediction, (5) the Consortium for 
Oceanographic Research and Education, 
(6) the NOAA Education Council, (7) 
Cooperative Science Centers at Minority 
Serving Institutions, (8) the SAB Review 
Panel Report on the Cooperative 
Institute for Marine and Atmospheric 
Sciences, and (9) public statements.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Michael Uhart, Executive Director, 
Science Advisory Board, NOAA, Rm. 
11142, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20910. (Phone: 301–
713–9121, Fax: 301–713–0163, e-mail: 
Michael.Uhart@noaa.gov); or visit the 
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